2010 Lincoln Academy Fall Freedom Festival Constitution Quiz
There are 20 questions relating to the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution and the Founders
Here are the questions along with the answers and some commentary

1. The U. S. Constitution was completed and submitted for ratification by the states on which date:

___ April 6, 1775  ___ July 4, 1776  ___ September 17, 1787  ___ July 4, 1783  ___ Constitution Day, 1785

The answer is “September 17 (the day of the Lincoln Freedom Festival), 1787”. There was no Constitution Day prior to 1787. Also September 17 used to be celebrated, with flags and speeches, as a holiday back when the Constitution was actually thoroughly taught in the schools and celebrated in the land.

2.  The phrase “Separation of Church and State” appears where in the Constitution?

___ The 1st Amendment  ___The 4th Amendment  ___Nowhere  ___ Article 1  ___ The Bill of Rights

The answer is “Nowhere”. Despite even statements by lawyers who should know better, the phrase “Separation of Church and State” does not appear in the Constitution, or in the Declaration of Independence. 
Thomas Jefferson, in 1802, years after the Constitution was written and ratified, wrote to the Danbury Connecticut Baptist Association about the federal position on the separation of the government from churches. The Baptists were concerned that their state legislature was granting religious liberty as a “privilege” because, before the War of Independence, Connecticut, like many other states, had an official State Church (Congregationalism). The Baptists felt their religious freedoms were not being guaranteed sufficiently. 

Jefferson said that the position of the United States and the Constitution, the supreme law of the land, was that there should be a “wall of separation” between the State and churches. In other words the State and particular churches should not be interlocked to create an official state church. Today England, Germany, Norway, Spain and other nations have an official state church and citizens are often taxed, whether they are members of the church or not, to support the State Church.

When Virginia was an English colony, the Church of England (Episcopal) was the official “State Church”. One of Governor Jefferson’s later legislative triumphs was the passage in 1786 of the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom which guaranteed that Virginia would separate the government from any church and that the churches would not be interfered with by the state --providing they were not breaking the law, of course.
When Jefferson or the other Founders talked about church and state, they meant church and state, that is, individual denominations, or churches, such as Baptists, Methodists, Presbyterians, etc., they did not mean the Christian religion (none of the Founders were Jewish and the 56 signers of the Declaration were to some degree all associated with Christian churches). They wanted to insure that any of these churches would be free of government interference and that none should ever become an official state entity.
Today’s courts have twisted Jefferson’s words to imply that the Founders wanted to separate the government from any influence of religion, which concept I think the Founders would find appalling. Religious services used to be held in the Capitol Rotunda, the Supreme Court has depictions of Moses and the 10 Commandments, Congress opens with a prayer, and the tip of the Washington Monument has the phrase “Laud Deo”, Latin for “Praise to God”, as just some of the examples of how important religion was to nearly all the Founders.
3. Who presided over the Constitutional Convention?
___ James Madison  ___ Thomas Jefferson  ___ John Hancock  ___ George Washington  ___ Ben Franklin

The answer is “George Washington”. After winning the War of Independence, during which the United States seceded from the British Empire, the Founders felt that their former Supreme Commander of the Continental Army was the only man whom could bring the 13 disparate colonies together to forge a new Constitution for their new nation.

Many quiz takers said “Thomas Jefferson”, but Jefferson was in France as the Ambassador at the time.

4. Who is considered the Father of the Constitution?

___ James Madison  ___ Thomas Jefferson  ___ John Hancock  ___ George Washington  ___ Ben Franklin

The answer is “James Madison”. As the Articles of Confederation were proving inadequate to govern the new United States, Madison undertook an extensive study of the histories of governments from the ancient Anglo-Saxons to the Romans, the Greeks, the Iroquois, etc. to determine which principles of governing worked and insured the liberties of all citizens and their equal treatment before the law, and which ideas did not work. He took extensive notes during the Constitutional Convention, proposed many concepts such as representation by population, three branches of government, checks and balances, and others, that were adopted. Later he pressed for ratification by the states, especially by his own reluctant state of Virginia. When it was all over, his colleagues dubbed him the Father of the Constitution. He was 36 years old.
5. How often does the word “Democracy” appear in the Constitution and the Declaration?
___ one time  ___ two times  ___ five times  ___ eight times  ___ 12 times  ___ no times

The answer is “no times”. History has shown that democracies, that is, rule by the majority, always wind up in oppressing minorities, creating governmental debt, and eventually decaying into socialism or other forms of tyranny. When the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia was concluded in 1787, a woman asked Benjamin Franklin, as he left Independence Hall, what form of government had they given the United States and his reply was, “A republic --if you can keep it”.  He knew that throughout history conniving people had always sought to turn the freedoms protected by republics into the oppression of democracies and tyrannies.

Today, it is easy to spot either the ignorant or socialists because they speak of America as a democracy. This is the favorite deceptive term used in many revisionist textbooks today.
6.  Who presides over the U. S. Senate?

___ Harry Reid  ___ Joseph Biden  ___ Nancy Pelosi  ___ Hilary Clinton  ___ Robert Gates

The answer is “Joseph Biden”. The Vice-president serves as the President of the U. S. Senate; Article One, Section Three. He cannot vote unless there is a tie to be broken on an issue.
Harry Reid is the Senate Majority Leader. Many people marked Harry Reid. 
7. All bills for raising revenue shall originate where?

___ The White House  ___ The House of Representatives  ___ The Senate  ___ The Dept. of Commerce

The answer is “The House of Representatives”. Article One, Section Seven. Neither the President, nor the Senate, nor the Supreme Court may originate any revenue raising bill. They may propose, but the House shall dispose.
8.  To be President of the U. S. a candidate must be a natural born citizen of the U. S. and at least age:

___ 30  ___ 35  ___ 40  ___ 45  ___ 50 years.
The answer is “35” years of age.

9. Who said the following: “Our Constitution was written for a moral and religious people and is wholly inadequate to the government of any other.”?

___ John Adams  ___ Benjamin Franklin  ___ George Washington  ___ James Madison  ___ Samuel Adams

The answer is “John Adams”, the second President of the United States.  The Founders were convinced that our freedoms would last only as long as the people and their leaders were both moral and religious.

10.  Who said, “A primary object... should be the education of our youth in the science of government. In a republic, what species of knowledge can be equally important? And what duty more pressing... than communicating it to those who are to be the future guardians of the liberties of the country?”?

___ Samuel Adams ___ Thomas Paine  ___ George Washington  ___ James Madison  ___ Benjamin Franklin

The answer is “George Washington”, the Father of our country. The Founders felt it was essential that the schools teach the “science” of government and especially the principles of the Constitution.

11. The phrase “our Lord” appears in the U. S. Constitution.
___ True  ___ False
The answer is “True”. Article Seven of the Constitution concludes as they “present [the Constitution] the Seventeenth Day of September in the Year of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and Eighty seven...”

12. The majority of the Signers of the Declaration of Independence were Deists.
___ True  ___ False
The answer is “False”. This is one of the favorite ploys of revisionist historians and those modern educators and writers who wish to minimize the importance of Christianity to the Founders. The majority of the Founders were Episcopalians, followed by Presbyterians and other denominations. One Declaration signer was a Catholic.
Deism was part of the reactionary elements of the Reformation and was a movement in the 17th Century. It rejected the authority and the seven sacraments of the Catholic Church and even the reforms of the Protestant Churches. Deists said that the orderliness of the universe made it obvious to anyone with an intellect that there was a Supreme God, but held that He created the universe and established universal laws and principles by which all things functioned and then left man to discover these principles and no longer intervened in the doings of mankind. This means that to Deists there could be no “our Lord”, that is no Christ or Messiah, no prophets, no inspired scriptures, no revelation, no authority or priesthood, and likely no heaven or hell.
Ben Franklin as a teenager explored the ideas of Deism, but later rejected them and during the founding of the U. S. observed that “God governs in the affairs of men”, hardly the statement of a Deist. 

Jefferson as a youth also examined Deism, but ultimately rejected it. Throughout his life he maintained that religion was a most personal thing between God and man and he carried next to his heart the Jefferson Bible. He questioned, as did Franklin, if Jesus really was the Christ, and never officially joined any church, but trimmed a bible down to just those pages in which Jesus spoke and taught, bound it, and had it with him always. During his later life he provided full time support for a minister, and in his will, he, like Franklin, left money to support the local Presbyterian and other churches. He maintained that it was necessary for Christ to evidence his Messiah-ship by restoring the first century Christian Church once again.

Revisionist historians and educators like to declare that Franklin and Jefferson were Deists.

13.  Which Amendment to the Constitution guarantees “the right of the people to keep and bear arms”?
___ The First  ___ The Second  ___ The Fourth  ___ The Fifth  ___ The 14th 

The answer is the “Second Amendment”.  Commentaries by the Founders indicate that the people needed to be able to bear arms, not just for hunting or recreation, but to protect themselves from criminals and tyrannical governments.

14. Which Article of the Constitution establishes the Judiciary?
___ Article I  ___ Article II  ___ Article III  ___ Article IV  ___ Article V

The answer is “Article III”. In order of priority in the minds of the Founders Article I established the Congress to represent the people and the states, Article II established the President and the Executive Branch, and then finally, the Judiciary was established. Today’s judiciary often tries to take precedent over the other two branches by creating fiat law and demanding executive action.

15. The Constitution demands the Central Government protect the borders of the States from invasion.

___ True  ___ False

The answer is “True”. Article Four, Section Four says, “The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them against Invasion.”

It is the responsibility of Washington to protect the borders of the states from invasion, this, of course, includes from illegal aliens. Today, the Federal Administration is suing Arizona for passing a law allowing law enforcement to identify those suspected of invading the state illegally. 

16.  The right to declare war is restricted to:

___ The President  ___ The Defense Department  ___ The Supreme Court  ___ The Congress  ___ The Army

The answer is “The Congress”. Article One, Section Eight defines and restricts the Congress to its limited powers. One of those powers is “To declare War,” This power was delegated by the Founders strictly to the Congress and the Founders made it clear that when any power was delegated to a branch of government, it could not then be re-delegated by that branch to any other entity. Each had to take responsibility for those powers to which it was delegated. 

The president has been allowed to declare an emergency and use the military for action for a restricted number of days, but to constitutionally continue military force, the Congress has to pass a war resolution through both Houses. Today, this has not been done in decades. 

17.  An Amendment to the Constitution must pass by a 2/3s vote of the Congress and be ratified by:
___  3/4s of the States  ___ The President  ___ 1/2 of the States  ___ All of the States  ___ The Supreme Court

The answer is “3/4s of the States”. The Founders felt that it should be difficult to amend the Constitution because amendments should not be taken lightly. For example, in the book, The Law That Never Was, author Benson maintains that only four states legally ratified the 16th Amendment creating the income tax and that the Secretary of State, Philander Knox, lied to Congress in 1913 when he said, “It appears the 16th Amendment has been ratified”. This issue has been debated ever since, but the courts since 1913 have upheld the income tax, even though it is the Second Plank of the Communist Manifesto. 
18.  Who said: “The Constitution of the United States, and the laws made under it, must mark the line of my official conduct.”?

___ Barak Obama  ___ Abraham Lincoln  ___ Thomas Jefferson  ___ John Adams  ___ George Washington

The answer is “George Washington”. Washington said this in 1790 to make the point that the President could only exert those powers and privileges clearly defined in the Constitution.

19.  The Supreme Court has how many justices?
___ Seven  ___ Eight  ___ Nine  ___ Ten  ___ 12
The answer is “Nine” so that tie votes would not occur. Close decisions will nevertheless come out as five to four. 

20. “The powers not delegated to the United States (the federal government) by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people” is found in:
___ The Declaration  ___ The 10th Amendment  ___ The Gettysburg Address  ___ The 12th Amendment

The answer is the “The 10th Amendment”. This amendment makes it clear that any power not specifically given to the federal government (for example in Article One, Section Eight), remains in the hands of the State legislatures or the people themselves.

TIE BREAKERS:

A. In 1895 the proposed income tax was declared to be unconstitutional by the Supreme Court. 

___ True  ___ False
The answer is “True”.  Abraham Lincoln first proposed an income tax on federal employees to help fund the War Between The States, but soon after the war ended, the Supreme Court declared an income tax unconstitutional. In 1894 elements in Congress sent a bill to President Grover Cleveland that included an income tax. He did not sign the bill and so it became law by default. The next year the income tax provision was challenged in the Supreme Court and they declared it unconstitutional. 
B.  The last constitutionally declared war the U. S. was engaged in was:

___ WWI  ___ WWII  ___ The Korean War  ___ The Viet Nam War  ___ Desert Storm
The answer is “WWII”. This was the last time the U. S. officially went to war. The House and Senate passed a war resolution after the attack on Pearl Harbor and sent it to President Franklin D. Roosevelt to see if he would assent. Since then the subsequent “wars” the U. S. has engaged in have been called “police actions” or other euphemisms, or Congress has abrogated his delegated responsibility by letting the president declare a “war”.
